Formulation and implementation of a relativistic unrestricted coupled-cluster method including noniterative connected triples by Visscher, L. et al.
  
 University of Groningen
Formulation and implementation of a relativistic unrestricted coupled-cluster method including
noniterative connected triples
Visscher, L.; Lee, T. J.; Dyall, K. G.
Published in:
Journal of Chemical Physics
DOI:
10.1063/1.472655
IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.
Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record
Publication date:
1996
Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database
Citation for published version (APA):
Visscher, L., Lee, T. J., & Dyall, K. G. (1996). Formulation and implementation of a relativistic unrestricted
coupled-cluster method including noniterative connected triples. Journal of Chemical Physics, 105(19),
8769-8776. https://doi.org/10.1063/1.472655
Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).
Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.
Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.
Download date: 12-11-2019
Formulation and implementation of a relativistic unrestricted coupled-cluster method
including noniterative connected triples
Lucas Visscher, Timothy J. Lee, and Kenneth G. Dyall
Citation: The Journal of Chemical Physics 105, 8769 (1996); doi: 10.1063/1.472655
View online: https://doi.org/10.1063/1.472655
View Table of Contents: http://aip.scitation.org/toc/jcp/105/19
Published by the American Institute of Physics
Articles you may be interested in
Formulation and implementation of the relativistic Fock-space coupled cluster method for molecules
The Journal of Chemical Physics 115, 9720 (2001); 10.1063/1.1415746
An exact separation of the spin-free and spin-dependent terms of the Dirac–Coulomb–Breit Hamiltonian
The Journal of Chemical Physics 100, 2118 (1994); 10.1063/1.466508
Gaussian basis sets for use in correlated molecular calculations. I. The atoms boron through neon and hydrogen
The Journal of Chemical Physics 90, 1007 (1989); 10.1063/1.456153
Analytic one-electron properties at the 4-component relativistic coupled cluster level with inclusion of spin-orbit
coupling
The Journal of Chemical Physics 145, 184107 (2016); 10.1063/1.4966643
The equation of motion coupled-cluster method. A systematic biorthogonal approach to molecular excitation
energies, transition probabilities, and excited state properties
The Journal of Chemical Physics 98, 7029 (1993); 10.1063/1.464746
A full coupled-cluster singles and doubles model: The inclusion of disconnected triples
The Journal of Chemical Physics 76, 1910 (1982); 10.1063/1.443164
Formulation and implementation of a relativistic unrestricted coupled-
cluster method including noniterative connected triples
Lucas Visschera)
Laboratory of Chemical Physics and Material Science Center, University of Groningen, Nijenborgh 4,
9747 AG Groningen, The Netherlands
Timothy J. Lee
NASA Ames Research Center, MS 230-3, Moffett Field, California 94035-1000
Kenneth G. Dyall
Thermosciences Institute, NASA Ames Research Center, Moffett Field, California 94035-1000
~Received 3 June 1996; accepted 14 August 1996!
The formalism for a relativistic open-shell CCSD~T! method is presented and implemented in a
computer program, RELCCSD. The code can be used for calculations with 2- or 4-component
relativistic reference wave functions and allows a full inclusion of the spin–orbit coupling. The code
is interfaced to the MOLFDIR program system. We illustrate its use with ab initio calculations of the
fine structure splittings of Cl, FO, ClO, O21 , and O22 . The triples correction is found to make a large
contribution to the Cl atom splitting, which is within 23 cm21, of the experimental value. The
molecular results are within 4 cm21 of the experimental values where these are available. The value
for FO is predicted to be 219564 cm21, in good agreement with experiment. © 1996 American
Institute of Physics. @S0021-9606~96!01243-3#
I. INTRODUCTION
The spin–orbital singles and doubles coupled cluster
~CCSD! equations1–4 can be used in relativistic electronic
structure methods that use 2- or 4-component spinors as
1-particle basis functions. The starting point of such methods
is the Dirac–Coulomb–~Breit! Hamiltonian, which is either
used directly or transformed to a more convenient approxi-
mate Hamiltonian. We will not go into the details of the
different methods, but assume that a set of basis spinors is
found that can be identified as belonging to either the elec-
tronlike positive energy part of the spectrum, or to the
positronlike negative energy part. We will work in the no-
pair approximation, i.e., neglecting positron–electron pair
creation, so that the second quantized Hamiltonian assumes











In this Hamiltonian ZQP5^QuhuP& and VRSPQ5^RSiPQ&
represent the one-electron and antisymmetrized two-electron
integrals, respectively. The Eˆ PQ and Eˆ PQRS operators are the
replacement operators as defined by Paldus.5 In this formu-
lation the nonrelativistic theory and various realizations of
the no-pair approximation only differ in the definition of the
scalar quantities Z and V .
In the nonrelativistic spin–orbital Hamiltonian the one-
electron functions can be written as a product of a spatial and
a spin part which means that the spin-integration can be per-
formed separately. This is also true for the so-called spin-free
relativistic approximations.6–8 Those approximations have
the advantage that one may treat electron correlation using
standard methods and computer codes after a transformation
to the molecular spinor basis. In cases where the spin–orbit
coupling effects are large it is desirable to include the spin–
orbit coupling terms as well. This can either be done by
adding a spin–orbit coupling operator to the spin-free Hamil-
tonian, or by using an implicitly coupled Hamiltonian like
the untransformed Dirac–Coulomb–~Breit! equation or the
two-component zeroth order regular approximation ~ZORA!
equation.9–11 In both cases one will find that additional
classes of two-electron integrals have to be considered, since
the spin-integration can no longer be factored out. In general
the 2- or 4-component spinors c are now written as a sum of
















Based on this relation between spinors and spin–orbitals
all equations may be written in terms of spin–orbitals. In the
spin–orbit ~SO! configuration interaction ~CI! type of
approach,12–15 for instance, the spin–orbit interaction is ne-
glected at the Hartree–Fock and CI levels, and an effective
spin–orbit operator is included afterwards to describe the
coupling between CI wave functions of different symmetries.
We assume that the spin–orbit interaction is already
taken into account at the Hartree–Fock level. The spinors are
true eigenfunctions of a spin-dependent Fock-operator and
the reference is written as a single spinor-determinant. The
last constraint makes the method different from relativistic
multireference approaches like the state-universal Fock space
a!Present address: Chemistry Department, Odense University, Campusvej
55, DK-5230 Odense M, Denmark.
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CC method of Ilyabaev and Kaldor,16 which has been ap-
plied to closed and open shell atoms.17
In a previous paper18 we have shown that for closed-
shell molecules that possess at least one twofold element of
symmetry, one can use a Kramers-restricted method to make
optimal use of the existing symmetry relations between the
amplitudes and integrals. In this paper we present the more
general, but computationally less efficient, unrestricted
scheme that allows us to treat single-reference open-shell
systems as well.
II. THEORY
A. The CCSD equations
The starting point is the well known spin–orbital form of
the CCSD equations. We follow the formulation of Jayati-
laka and Lee,19 slightly rewritten to express all equations in
terms of the antisymmetrized integrals. This formulation is
already given in our previous paper18 but for completeness
we will give the equations here as well. Occupied spinors are
labeled by I , J , K , L while unoccupied spinors are labeled
by A , B , C , D . In the following formulae the t1 and t2
cluster amplitudes are represented by a capital T . The CCSD




















































































B D 50, ~5!
where the permutation operator PPQ is used
PPQf ~P ,Q !5 f ~P ,Q !2 f ~Q ,P ! ~6!

































































































KL S 12 TILAD2TIDTLAD . ~16!
B. Perturbational triples corrections
The error made in truncating the coupled-cluster expan-
sion of the wave function to single and double excitations of
the reference can be reduced significantly by introducing a
perturbative estimate of the connected triple excitations. The
most popular of such schemes, CCSD~T!,20 has shown to
give reliable results even in cases where the single-reference
approach starts to break down.21,22 This method includes
terms up to fifth order in perturbation theory. It has an n7
dependency on the number of orbitals, which is one order
less than the full CCSDT model. Recently, Deegan and
Knowles23 published a new method, CCSD-T, that differs
from CCSD~T! by an additional fifth order perturbation term.
This method gives slightly better results for the test cases
that they presented. We have implemented both formalisms
and, since the extension is trivial, also the older CCSD1T
formalism24 that includes only fourth order terms. We write
the relevant equations, following Deegan and Knowles as





















with PPQR the three-index permutation operator
PPQR f ~P ,Q ,R !5 f ~P ,Q ,R !1 f ~Q ,R ,P !1 f ~R ,P ,Q !.
~19!
Y is defined differently for the three triples corrections. In
the simplest formulation, CCSD1T, Y is equal to zero. In
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ABC is defined as the difference of spinor energies
e IJK
ABC5e I1eJ1eK2eA2eB2eC . ~22!
C. Restricted open shell zeroth order Hamiltonian
The choice of canonical or noncanonical spinors is im-
material for the form of the CCSD equations given above,
since we include possible nonzero off-diagonal Fock matrix
elements in the formalism. The particular choice of spinors
may, of course, still influence the results. For closed shells,
the obvious choice is to use canonical Hartree–Fock spinors.
In this case the spinors are related by time-reversal or Kram-
ers symmetry. This gives symmetry relations in the density
matrices and 2-electron integrals that may be utilized in the
Hartree–Fock self-consistent field procedure and the trans-
formation of the integrals to a molecular spinor basis. For
open shell systems one may choose to use a Kramers-
restricted formalism in which both components of a Kramers
pair are restricted to have the same fractional occupation.
This formalism is closely related to the ROHF scheme used
in nonrelativistic or scalar relativistic HF schemes. The ad-
vantage is that the same relations in the density and Fock-
matrices and 2-electron integrals hold as in the closed shell
case.
For the evaluation of the triples correction we need to
define the zeroth order Hamiltonian used in the perturbation

















The exact definition of H0 and H1 is now dependent on
the choice of spinors ~canonical spinors eliminate the matrix
U! and the value of eP . This is of importance for the open
shell case where the Fock matrix will be nondiagonal and
different choices of Hartree–Fock schemes are possible.
It is important to note that ultimately the choice of H0,
H1, and the eP quantities defines the perturbation theory that
is used to construct the 1T , (T), and 2T corrections for
connected triple excitations. There has been considerable
work over the last few years on single reference restricted
open-shell perturbation theories ~e.g., see Refs. 25–28, and
references therein!, and without going in too much detail, it
has been shown that the characteristic most important for
developing a rapidly convergent open-shell perturbation
theory is that the orbital or spinor energies eP be different for
the occupied and unoccupied open-shell spin–orbitals or
spinors. For example, in the most successful nonrelativistic
restricted open-shell perturbation theories these differ by an
exchange integral. Most of these theories also have in com-
mon that a set of so-called semicanonical molecular orbitals
is defined which leaves the Fock matrix truly diagonal in the
occupied and virtual subspaces ~this also has implications
regarding the orbital invariance of the perturbation energies,
see Ref. 29 for a detailed discussion!. Other recent studies
have investigated the effect of different eP choices30 and the
use of semicanonical orbitals31 on the CCSD~T! energies
from a numerical perspective. In agreement with previous
studies of restricted open-shell perturbation theories, Neo-
gra´dy and Urban30 found perturbational triples corrections to
be better when using diagonal Fock matrix elements FPP, for
the eP quantities rather than orbital energies from the re-
stricted Hartree–Fock calculation. Both recent studies found
that the use of semicanonical orbitals had little effect on the
perturbational triples corrections. Therefore, in the present
study we choose the eP quantities to be the diagonal ele-
ments of the Fock matrix, FPP, and the spinors to be the
Kramers-restricted open-shell Dirac–Hartree–Fock spinors.
A more rigorous approach to the open-shell problem
would be to extend the open-shell Kramers-restricted formal-
ism to the CCSD level. In such an approach one forces the
amplitudes to display the same symmetry relations as are
present in the integrals, similar to what Jayatilaka and Lee32
have done for nonrelativistic restricted open-shell coupled
cluster theory. This will also lead to a more efficient formal-
ism because the number of independent amplitudes and inte-
grals can be reduced. Since the CCSD~T! step in the present
implementation takes only a fraction of the time of a com-
plete 4-component relativistic calculation, and the accuracy
of the present method is satisfactory, we have not yet ex-
plored this possibility in detail.
The CCSD code is interfaced to the MOLFDIR ~Ref. 33!
program system, where the spinors are obtained using differ-
ent Fock operators for closed and open shells










































Labels L , M , and K refer to closed shell spinors, U , T ,
and V refer to open shell spinors, and D , E , and F refer to
virtual spinors. The open shell spinors have a fractional oc-
cupation f (0, f,1) and a is a coupling constant m(n
21)/n(m21) with m the number of open shell spinors and
n the number of open shell electrons. This formalism be-
comes Kramers-restricted if we apply the constraint that the
two components of a Kramers pair always belong to the
same space ~closed, open or virtual!.
In this scheme the spinors are uniquely defined, provided
that there are no degeneracies among spinors with the same
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symmetry character. Different choices of the open and closed
shell subspaces do, however, influence the form of the
spinors and hence of the zeroth order Hamiltonian. In the
sample calculation section we consider different ways of cal-
culating of the spin–orbit splitting of the ClO molecule and
of the chlorine atom to assess the sensitivity of the method to
a particular SCF scheme and hence to a different choice of
spinors.
III. POINT GROUP SYMMETRY
In the formulas given above we did not yet consider use
of point group symmetry. This can be done using double
group theory via the so-called group-chain method.36 The
group-chain method considers only the highest Abelian sub-
groups of the full symmetry group at the CCSD~T! level,
while it takes full point group symmetry into account up to
the molecular integral transformation step. The advantage of
this method is that the formulas remain simple, while it still
takes some account of speed-ups due to higher point group
symmetry by creating real-valued integrals instead of the
generally complex-valued integrals.
We have spinors that are symmetry functions of the
highest Abelian double point group of the molecule. These
spinors are labeled by the irreducible representation ~irrep! g
of the point group with an index p running over functions
within this irrep. This labeling makes it possible to discard
matrix elements that are zero due to symmetry. 1-electron
matrix elements are only nonzero when both spinors are in
the same Abelian irrep g. 2-electron matrix elements are
nonzero when the direct product of the four irreps involved
is the totally symmetric irrep. Since the double groups have
complex valued irreps it is of importance whether a spinor is
used as a bra- or ket-function when calculating this direct
product.
Consider for example the point group C4 . This double
group has four ‘‘fermion’’ irreps 8E1 , 9E1 , 8E2 , and 9E2 and
four ‘‘boson’’ irreps a , b , 8e , and 9e . The integral
^8E19E2u8E19E2& belongs to irrep (8E1^ 9E2)*^ (8E1
^ 9E2)5b*^b5b^b5a . It is therefore in general nonzero.
If we permute indices 2 and 3 we have the integral
^8E18E1u9E29E2&, which belongs to irrep (8E1^ 8E1)*
^ (9E2^ 9E2)58e*^ 9e59e^ 9e5b . This integral is always
zero.
We can now rewrite our equations in symmetry-reduced
form.37 For brevity we will not repeat all equations in this


















i j ~gb ,g j ,g!Ti j
ab~gb ,g j ,g!.
~26!
In the second term we only need to sum over gj and gb ,
since gi and ga are fixed by the constraints g i^ g j5g and
ga^ gb5g. For the same reason we omit the redundant la-
bels gi and ga in the matrices V and T . The third term in the







The fourth term in the update of T2 @Eq. ~5!# is written as
Ti j





kl~g j ,g l ,g!tkl
ab~g l ,gb ,g!.
~28!
For the 4-index arrays different symmetry-orderings are pos-
sible. For the update in Eq. ~28! it is most convenient to
combine both the i and j and the k and l indices into the
compound indices i j and kl . For other terms other orderings
of the arrays are preferable. For instance in the evaluation of








ac~gckl ,g ,g!. ~29!
In this case gi and ga are equal to g.
In general we can distinguish four different types of or-
dering in the 4-index arrays, symbolically written as ~3:1! or
(gpqr ,gs), ~1:3! or (gp ,gqrs), ~2:2!1 or (gpq ,grs) and ~2:2!2
or (gpr ,gqs). A block gpqr is hereby further subdivided ei-
ther as (gpq ,gr) or as (gp ,gqr). For the two-index com-
pound indices one can often use triangular indices pq(p.q)
because of the permutation symmetry XPQRS52XQPRS that
most of the intermediate arrays possess.
IV. IMPLEMENTATION
The algorithm sketched above has been implemented in
the FORTRAN code RELCCSD. Prerequisites are a list of inte-
grals over molecular 4-spinors and the multiplication table of
the Abelian double group of the system.
Integrals are symmetry-packed and sorted into the six
types ~^ooioo&, ^voioo&, ^vvioo& , ^voivo&, ^vvivo& and
^vvivv& with o5occupied, v5virtual! before the iterative
process is started. This is at present done using a built-in
interface to the MOLFDIR integral transformation codes which
gives a Kramers-unique list of integrals. The ^vvivv& array
is in general too large to fit in central memory. The T2 update
that involves this class of integral is therefore written to
work with fixed-size batches of integrals. The same is done
in the CCSD step with the contributions from the second-
largest class, the ^vvivo& integrals. The final minimal
memory requirements of the CCSD step are of the order of
six times the T2 amplitude vector and of four times this vec-
tor plus the length of the ^vvivo& array in the CCSD~T!
step.
As standard order, according to which the integrals are
stored on disk, we have chosen ~2:2!1 . Terms that are more
efficiently evaluated in other orderings are treated using an
in-core sort before and after the actual matrix-multiplication.
Since these sorts are of order n4 at most, they are of vanish-
ing importance in the cpu-performance of the program when
the system treated becomes larger.
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The crucial steps in the algorithm are the evaluations of
formulas ~9!–~16! and ~18!, ~20!, and ~21!. We have imple-
mented these using the BLAS routines XGEMM, XGEMV,
XAXPY, and XDOT with X5S, D, C, or G for single/double
precision and real/complex arithmetic. In the FORTRAN code
we use no explicit real or complex arithmetic but pass point-
ers to arrays that may contain either real or complex data.
Only when the routines XGEMM, etc. are called the distinc-
tion between complex/real single/double precision is made
and the appropriate BLAS routine is called. At the higher
level we only need to calculate the correct sizes of the arrays
in terms of 8-byte real words. This present implementation
makes it possible to run the same source code on 32 and 64
bit machines and use complex or real arithmetic depending
on the appropriate double point group.
Some machine-specific code was written to increase the
performance on CRAY-J932 and C90 computers. This ver-
sion of the code uses dynamical allocation of memory and
reduces I/O by keeping integrals in core memory when pos-
sible.
V. SAMPLE CALCULATIONS
We present some calculations based on the Dirac–
Coulomb–Gaunt Hamiltonian to illustrate the use of the for-
malism derived above. This Hamiltonian includes all terms
to order a2 which contribute to the spin–orbit splitting, i.e.,
in terms of the Breit–Pauli Hamiltonian, the spin-own-orbit
and spin-other-orbit terms are included as well as all the
spin–spin terms. The inclusion of these terms has been found
necessary to obtain quantitative predictions of spin–orbit
splittings for light atoms. The basis sets employed were
based on the aug-cc-pVTZ sets from Dunning and
co-workers,38–40 extended and recontracted to account for
the relativistic change in the orbitals.41,42 The relativistic
contraction coefficients for the oxygen basis set were not
published previously and are obtained using a modified
version43 of GRASP.44 To describe the relativistic contrac-
tion of the 2p1/2 spinor of oxygen one extra tight p-function
with exponent 196.388 225 0 was added before recontracting
Dunning’s basis.
A. ClO
The ClO radical is an example of a molecule with a
spin–orbit split ground state. Since the spin–orbit splitting in
chlorine is considerably larger than in oxygen it is of impor-
tance where the open shell electron is mainly located. The
accuracy with which this location is determined will depend
on how well the method used describes the electron affinities
of the constituent atoms, and since these are poorly described
at the SCF level of theory, we expect electron correlation to
be important for the calculation of the fine-structure-splitting
in ClO.
To study the influence of the choice of SCF procedure
we use two schemes to generate the spinors. In scheme a we
use different sets of spinors for the two components of the
2P ground state. We generate spinors for the 2P3/2 state by
including the p1/2* spinors in the closed shell space and giv-
ing the p3/2* spinors a fractional occupation of 1/2. In the
TABLE I. Total energies ~hartrees! and fine structure splitting ~FSS, cm21! of the 2P ground state of ClO. The
ClO bond length used is 2.9662 a0 ~Ref. 46!.
Method
2 sets of spinors ~scheme a! 1 set of spinors ~scheme b!
E ~2P1/2! E ~2P3/2! FSS E ~2P1/2! E ~2P3/2! FSS
Reference 2535.683 377 2535.684 403 2225.2 2535.682 425 2535.683 454 2225.9
CCSD 2536.115 396 2536.116 775 2302.6 2536.115 305 2536.116 688 2303.5
CCSD1T 2536.136 619 2536.138 061 2316.4 2536.138 095 2536.136 644 2318.5
CCSD~T! 2536.134 477 2536.135 902 2312.6 2536.134 516 2536.135 939 2312.4
CCSD-T 2536.134 337 2536.135 770 2314.5 2536.134 401 2536.135 838 2315.3
Expt.a 2318 2318
aReference 46.
TABLE II. Total energies ~hartrees! and fine structure splittings ~FSS, cm21! of the 2P state of the chlorine
atom. Cl is treated as a 7 valence electron atom.
2 sets of spinors ~scheme a! 1 set of spinors ~scheme b!
E ~2P1/2! E ~2P3/2! FSS E ~2P1/2! E ~2P3/2! FSS
Reference 2460.813 946 2460.817 928 2873.7 2460.813 862 2460.817 912 2888.9
CCSD 2461.005 285 2461.008 986 2812.3 2461.005 173 2461.008 937 2826.1
CCSD1T 2461.011 536 2461.015 456 2860.4 2461.011 416 2461.015 405 2875.6
CCSD~T! 2461.011 596 2461.015 453 2846.6 2461.011 477 2461.015 403 2861.5
CCSD-T 2461.011 601 2461.015 453 2845.4 2461.011 483 2461.015 403 2860.3
Expt.a 2882.4 2882.4
aReference 47.
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same fashion we generate a set of spinors for the 2P1/2 state
by making the opposite choice; we include the p3/2* in the
closed shell space and place the p1/2* in the open shell. In
scheme b we generate a common set of spinors for both
states by including both p1/2* and the p3/2* spinors in the open
shell space with a fractional occupation of 3/4.
The 1s-spinors of O and the 1s , 2s , 2p spinors of Cl
were frozen after the SCF step, giving an active space of 13
electrons in the correlation calculation. The results for both
schemes are given in Table I.
From the results in Table I it is evident that a SCF treat-
ment alone is insufficient to obtain a reliable fine-structure-
splitting for this molecule, and even the CCSD treatment
falls short of experiment by 15 cm21. We also see that the
particular choice of SCF occupation is not very important for
the CCSD result. The most complete level of theory, the
CCSD-T level, yields a fine-structure-splitting that is 3 cm21
smaller than the experimental value of 2318 cm21.
We can compare with the previous theoretical work by
Koseki, Schmidt, and Gordon.45 They used effective one-
electron one-center spin–orbit operators that were calibrated
against known fine-structure-splittings. They find 2255.65
cm21 using the MCSCF/6-31G(d ,p) method and 2258.96
cm21 with the MCSCF/MC-311G(d ,p) method. This rather
large discrepancy with the experimental value may be due to
either the limited electron correlation included in the
MCSCF method or the one-electron one-center approxima-
tions.
B. Cl atom
For the Cl atom we again test the influence of the SCF-
procedure on the results. We have 5 3p electrons that give
rise to a spin–orbit split 2P ground state. The spinors are
split into a set of two 3p1/2 spinors and a set of four 3p3/2
spinors. In scheme a, where we use two sets of spinors, we
generate spinors for the 2P3/2 state by including the 3p1/2
spinors in the closed shell space and giving the 3p3/2 spinors
a fractional occupation of 3/4. In the same way we generate
spinors for the 2P1/2 state by making the opposite choice; we
include the 3p3/2 in the closed shell space and give the open
shell 3p1/2 spinors a fractional occupation of 1/2. In scheme
b we generate a common set of spinors for both states by
including both 3p1/2 and the 3p3/2 spinors in the open shell
space and giving them a fractional occupation of 5/6. The
1s ,2s ,2p spinors of Cl were frozen after the SCF step, giving
an active space of 7 electrons in the correlation calculation.
The results for both schemes are given in Table II.
We see that the particular choice of SCF occupation now
influences the result significantly. It is also clear that al-
though the reference FSS value is close to the experimental
value, correlation effects are large. Inclusion of only single
and double excitations as is done in the CCSD model is
insufficient in this case. Higher order corrections are very
important and their omission results in significant errors in
the splitting. The most important correlating configurations
come from a single excitation from the 3s into the 3d shell
with recoupling of the 3p electrons, which is partly balanced
by the triple excitation term. In Cl we can isolate the effect
of this 3s–3d excitation by freezing the 3s electrons and
treating the atom as a 5 valence electron system ~Table III!.
This reduces the effect of correlation dramatically. In this
case the difference between schemes a and b is also much
smaller. The large effect of higher order excitations is not as
apparent in ClO, because the recoupling of the 3p shell is no
longer possible due to the molecular environment.
This illustrates the limitations of the method. Results
may vary slightly according to the choice of spinor genera-
tion method. In cases where the spin–orbit splitting is rela-
TABLE III. Total energies ~hartrees! and fine structure splittings ~FSS, cm21! of the 2P state of the chlorine
atom. Cl is treated as a 5 valence electron atom.
2 sets of spinors ~scheme a! 1 set of spinors ~scheme b!
E ~2P1/2! E ~2P3/2! FSS E ~2P1/2! E ~2P3/2! FSS
Reference 2460.813 946 2460.817 928 2873.7 2460.813 862 2460.817 912 2888.9
CCSD 2460.925 752 2460.929 763 2880.4 2460.925 658 2460.929 723 2892.1
CCSD1T 2460.929 423 2460.933 415 2876.3 2460.929 322 2460.933 373 2889.0
CCSD~T! 2460.929 418 2460.933 410 2876.1 2460.929 319 2460.933 368 2888.6
CCSD-T 2460.929 421 2460.933 413 2876.1 2460.929 323 2460.933 370 2888.7
Expt.a 2882.4 2882.4
aReference 47.
TABLE IV. Total energies ~hartrees! and fine structure splitting ~FSS,
cm21! of the 2Pg ground state of O22 . The O–O distance used is 2.5511 a0 .
Reference CCSD CCSD~T! CCSD-T
E ~2P1/2! 2149.727 333 2150.228 232 2150.252 157 2150.251 569
E ~2P3/2! 2149.728 167 2150.228 965 2150.252 874 2150.252 286
FSS 2183.0 2161.0 2157.4 2157.5
TABLE V. Total energies ~hartrees! and fine structure splitting ~FSS, cm21!
of the 2Pg ground state of O21 . The O–O distance used is 2.1097 a0 .
Reference CCSD CCSD~T! CCSD-T
E ~2P1/2! 2149.315 097 2149.775 451 2149.798 452 2149.797 866
E ~2P3/2! 2149.314 086 2149.774 538 2149.797 552 2149.796 965
FSS 221.8 200.4 197.6 197.7
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tively small, the best choice appears to use one set of spinors
for the different spin–orbit components, as has been found in
numerical atomic calculations. This is computationally
favourable, since one needs only one SCF calculation and
4-index transformation. The reference splitting is also usu-
ally somewhat better due to the more balanced treatment of
the different components. We will use scheme b for the next
set of calculations on O21 , O22 , and FO.
C. O21 and O22
The positive and negative ions of the oxygen molecule
have a spin–orbit split 2P ground state. We did the same
type of calculations as described above for ClO with a va-
lence space of 11 active electrons and 13 active electrons for
O21 and O22 , respectively. The results are given in Tables IV
and V.
The CCSD~T! and CCSD-T values are both in good
agreement with the experimental value of 2160 cm21 for O22
and 197.3 cm21 for O21 . Electron correlation in both cases
reduces the splitting.
D. FO
The FO molecule has the same valence electron configu-
ration as ClO. Taking the average of the CCSD~T! and
CCSD-T values and rounding to the nearest whole number,
we calculate the FSS for FO to be 2195 cm21. Since the
CCSD-T result should have a similar accuracy as found for
the calculations on ClO and O22 and also because the corre-
lation contribution is considerably smaller for FO relative to
ClO and O22 , we believe that this will be accurate to 64
cm21 ~see Table VI!. The experimental value48 of
2193.80~97! confirms the accuracy of the method.
We can compare with previous theoretical work by Ko-
seki, Schmidt, and Gordon,45 who used effective one-
electron one-center spin–orbit operators that were calibrated
against known fine-structure-splittings. They find 2187.90
cm21 using the MCSCF/6-31G(d ,p) method, which is in
reasonable agreement with our best value of 2195 cm21.
Their approximate scheme usually gives results that are
within 20% of the experimental value, which is consistent
with our findings.
It is interesting to note that for all the molecules studied,
the effect of the triples correction on the FSS was a shift in
the same direction as the CCSD correlation correction, but
for the Cl atom the corrections were in opposite directions.
The special nature of the atomic correlation problem in the
Cl atom that affects the triples correction has been pointed
out already.
VI. CONCLUSIONS
An unrestricted coupled-cluster formalism is presented
for use in relativistic spin-dependent molecular calculations.
The method has been implemented and interfaced to the
MOLFDIR program system. Double group theory is used to
reduce computational requirements. The present implemen-
tation makes it possible to perform CCSD~T! calculations for
molecular systems using the full 4-component Dirac–
Coulomb–Gaunt Hamiltonian. This provides a scheme in
which the accuracy is mainly dependent on the quality and
size of the basis sets that can be used instead of on the
approximations made in the treatment of relativity.
The predicted fine structure splittings in Cl, ClO, FO,
O21 , and O22 are within a few wave numbers from the experi-
mental values. This gives confidence that this method may
give reliable predictions of the fine structure splittings of
similar compounds for which experimental data are not
available.
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